
B r i n g i n g

b o o k s  t o  l i f e
Our primary students have experienced the magic

of storytelling and the joy of reading firsthand,

thanks to a series of visits from inspiring authors

and illustrators who brought their books to life.

Authors Jacqueline Harvey (Alice Miranda, Clementine Rose,

Kensy and Max, Willa and Woof), Katrina Nannestad (Ihe

Travelling Bookshop series, Olive of Groves series, All the Beautiful

Things), Beulah Castan (Ltle Cuddle Bear), Karen McKinley (My

Dog Bruiser Swallowed a Scooter) and David Walliams (Fing,

The Midnight Gang, Mr Stink) were among those who visited

St Margaret's recently along with author/illustrators Megan
Forward Jacaranda Magic, Scribbly Gum Secrets) and Lauren

Briggs (Little Pago).

Each generously answered questions about their storytelling,

creativity, character development, the power of words and the

writing process, visual literacy, storyboarding or design, as well

as reading their stories, or passages from their books.

Head of Primary Angela Drysdale said the benefits of author visits

had a powerful impact on students' reading.

'Meeting "real authors" and the brilliant minds behind the

students' favourite books has numerous benefits including

enhancing literacy skills and reading culture, while also opening

students' eyes to real-world writing careers, a career pathway they

may not have even considered.

'These authors' books fly off the shelves of the primary library

following their visits - very tangible evidence of their impact on

reading culture.

It was a record year for our Millionaire Readers too with

students in Years 3 to 6 reading over 289,540,106 words and

many individual students reading 4, 5 and 6 million words each;

Angela said.
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Millionaire Readers is an initiative designed to encourage students

to read and make the most of the Accelerated Reader program,

which tracks students' reading skills and growth.

In addition to author visits, primary students experienced books

coming to life in many other ways throughout the year.

? During Book Week, favourite characters leapt out of the pages of

books and onto the stage for the Book Character parade

. Students in Years 1 to 4 attended La Boite Theatre to see a

musical production of Fancy Long Legs based on the children's

book of the same name by Brisbane author Rachel Burke.

? Students in Pre-Prep to Year 2 joined students across the

country to read the beautiful picture book Bowerbird Blues,

written and illustrated by Aura Parker as part of National

Simultaneous Storytime.

?Pre-Prep and Prep 2025 students were gifted books to share with

their families at home.

? Teachers in all classrooms regularly read aloud to students or

model reading themselves

? The Years 5 and 6 Book Club fosters a love of reading with staff

regularly sharing their favourite picture book and novel and

participating in interviews on a range of book related topics.

? Students in Years 3 to 6 undertake novel studies, digging deep

into a story under the guidance of their teacher, to understand

themes, character development and explore a range of topics.

Two book fairs were held throughout the year.

By bringing books to life in the primary school, St Margaret's

younger learners are enjoying the true treat that is reading,

consolidating and enhancing their literacy skills, and laying the

foundation for a lifelong journey of learning and imagination.

A special thank you to Cholm Johnson, owner of local bookstore

Bright and Early Books, who assisted in arranging many of last

year's author visits, supporting St Margaret's goal to inspire

students' reading for pleasure and help connect students to the

names on the covers of their favourite books.


